CHRISTINE CARPENTER

First Entry, Inquiry for enclosing a woman.

JOHN, by divine permission Bishop of Winchester, to the Officials of the
Archdeacon of Surrey, we greet you with grace and blessing. .
 Christine, daughter of William called the Carpenter of Schire in our
diocese, has besought us by her humble petition, that whereas, desiring not
feignedly, but of truth to remove herself to the fulfilment of a better life, she
wishes to vow herself solemnly to continence and perpetual chastity and to
let herself be shut up in a narrow place in the churchyard adjoining the parish
church of Schire, that therein she may be enabled to serve Almighty God the
more worthily, we should consider her worthy to be granted our favourable
assent and consent. . :

We, observing the all too easy downfall of human frailty and that the
Tempter, who by this is always gratified, is just as many times displeased by
piety in our lives, and scarcely knowing the condition of the said Christine,
and. desiring to take care of the rights and indemnities of the Rector of the
church . of Schire -and the parishioners there, and of any other persons who
may be concerned in this matter; we commit and command you that, having
first summoned to the said church of Schire, in person, the said Christine, the
.Rector and the parishioners of the said church more especially, and in general
any other person whom it may concern, you shall apply yourself to seeking out
the truth diligently, as to whether the aforesaid Christine is of such good life and
conversation that she is likely to make a success of ‘this proposal for a more
saintly life, and whether she is free or espoused to. anyone or joined in marriage,
and whether in the opinion of the Rector of the said church and the parishioners
thereof or of anyone else who may contribute in any way, the said Christine
shall be enclosed in the manner and for the reasons aforesaid by trustworthy
men, having ‘full knowledge of the said Christine and of these things above
mentioned, being sworn formally by law and examined one by one.

Given at Famham, the 11th day of the Kalends of July in the year of
Our Lord 1329, and in the 7th year of our consecration.

Second .m.:nc‘... The Bishop s consent for her enclosure.

To all those whom this concerns or in the future may concern, JOHN, by
divine permission Bishop of Winchester, greets the Saviour of all,

 The petition lately -exhibited to us by the godly Christine, daughter of
William called the Carpenter of Schire in.our diocese, sets forth that, whereas
she desires for the fulfilment of a better life to remove herself, and spend her
life in the service of God and in all sanctity and chastity in the churchyard of the
- parish church of Schire aforesaid, alongside the church there, striving with her
whole heart to endure henceforth perpetual enclosure; wé are pleased to grant
her our consent in this matter, having therefore diligently made enquiry into her

life and conversation of the said Christine and all other things right and
fecessary therein; and because by this enquiry we have found no cause for

" deciding that the said Christine should not be permitted to be enclosed there:

we, observing the praiseworthy purpose of the aforesaid Christine, and with the
consent also of Sir Matthew the present Rector of the church of Schire aforesaid
“and the parishioners thereof, have thought fit to grant licence to the said
Christine that she may be enclosed there in the manner and for the reasons

. aforesaid, that thus laid aside from public and worldly sights, she may be

“enabled to serve God more freely in every way, and having resisted all

:.opportunity for wantonness may keep her heart undefiled by this world.

In'witness whereof we have caused our Seal to be attached hereto.

Given at i&ﬁo? the 14th day of the Kalends of August, in the year of
Our Lord 1329, and in the 7th year of our consecration. :
Third Entry. The re-enclosure of the Anchoress of Shere.

JOHN, by divine permission Bishop of Winchester, to the Dean of

. Guildford; we greet you with grace and blessing.

. Chiistine of Schire having approached us on the eighth day of October
last, to whom as is elsewhere set forth, having the consent of the Rector and
parishioners there,-and being moved by certain legitimate causes in this matter
we had granted a licence for her enclosure, she having by solemn act and
observance taken herself into a certain enclosure adjoining the church there, now
however having as we have -been informed withdrawn herself from . such
enclosure, she has brought us the below-written letters.

“To the venerable Father in Christ, by the grace of God Bishop of
" Winchester, or his vicar spiritual, Brother John of Wrotham Primarius of the
~ Lord Pope, sends greetings in the Lord. His sister Christine, an anchoress of
Schire in your diocese, the bearer of these, has by humble confession shown
us that whereas at one time, as is known to you, choosing enclosure in the life
of an anchoress, she made a solemn vow of continence, promising to remain in
that place; now forswearing this life and conduct that she assumed, she has left
her cell inconstantly and returned to the world. Now, with God’s help changed
in heart, wishing to return to her former abode and calling, she has humbly
petitioned us that she may be treated mercifully by the Apostolic See in this
matter,

Therefore. we, who strive for the salvation of the souls of her and of all
~mankind with fervent longing, wishing to take care of her soul send you,
“according to the form of the Church, absolution for her by the authority of the

-¢Lord Pope, from the excommunication usually promulgated against such persons

(if she incurs one for this reason and by her transgression of that vow),
committing her to your circumspection by the same authority and beseeching
you in the Lord Jesus Christ that in the manner of good father of a family
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